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tour de force, a masterpiece of vigorous and cogent
dialectic, and in its way unanswerable. It is a
sustained argument against compliance with con-
ventional standards when they conflict with one's
inner convictions, whether the motive be fear,
interest, or indolence. It is also an argument
against silence in the publication of one's own belief
from doubt as to the timeliness or the wisdom of
disturbing the settled convictions of others. Now
Voltaire, as we know, regarded an old superstition
as a thing which a statesman would use as a bit in the
mouths of the people, and held it a lesser evil to
leave the bit there than to give the people their head,
for he doubted the rationality of the common
average man. And on this point we are not sure
that Voltaire was not right. Men are more in-'
fluenced by feeling than by reason; and there is
truth in Newman's saying when applied to the mass
of mankind, though it would be no more true
of Lord Morley than of Condorcet, that while
many a man will live and die upon a dogma, no
man will be a martyr for a conclusion. This is a
fact which the rationalist is too apt to ignore. And
it seems to us that Lord Morley cuts the ground
from under his feet, and is perilously near arguing
in a circle, when he is betrayed into the assertion
that" principle is only another name for a proposi-
tion stating the terms of one of the larger expedi-
encies/* Once admit expediency as a test and the
rigour of his main thesis disappears ; for the duty
of plain speaking immediately becomes relative to
time, place, interest and circumstance, all of them
debatable. It is only fair to say that that dangerous